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PREFACE

Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan

Issues and Alternatives

During the early Spring of 2009 discussions took place focused on representatives
of groups, organisations and business in 8 areas of the County Borough.

This is a summary of the points raised in the Swansea Valley meeting which took
place at the Ystalyfera Community Hall on 10th March 2009.

Further comments and suggestions will be welcomed; both from those who took part
and any member of the community. In order to help us in preparing the next stage
of the Plan we would be grateful for any comments and suggestions to be sent to us
by 31st May 2009.

The comments and suggestions will be investigated and when we report back in the
next stage of the Plan (the Key choices) we will report back on them.
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1.1 Positive aspects

1.1.1 The Swansea Valley is situated in an ideal location, close to the M4 and also
near Brecon Beacons National Park.

1.1.2 There is a close community spirit within the area along with a high amount
of Welsh speakers which makes the area distinctive – residents do not want to lose
this identity.

1.1.3 There is a good neighbourhood watch scheme currently in place and also a
System of First Responders which notifies a designated first aider when 999 calls
are made in the village.

1.1.4 The natural environment and scenery in particular is an asset to the area
and should be protected.

1.1.5 While the trees within the urban area in particular should be safeguarded as
they add to the urban areas.

1.1.6 The general consensus was that the area does not contain a good range of
facilities however it was also suggested that there is an adequate amount of facilities
to meet the needs of the people.

1.2 What are needs to be improved?

1.2.1 Housing is needed for the local people – younger generation is moving away
due to lack of housing but also due to lack of facilities. This has had a negative effect
on the amount of children attending the local schools.

1.2.2 Balancing the amount of new housing is important – too much housing in a
short space of time can have a negative affect on the community including theWelsh
language.

1.2.3 The canal in Ystalyfera and down the valley should be reopened – it would
be an excellent recreation opportunity for the local residents.
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2.1 Built environment

2.1.1 Important that new buildings are in keeping with the existing built environment.

2.1.2 There is a lack of parking opportunities in the area while the police do not
do enough to stop unlawful parking.

2.1.3 The authority should also look into improving the roads in and around the
area. Current road system cannot cope with the amount of traffic on the road.

2.2 Waste

2.2.1 The kerbside collection system within the area is currently excellent, most
materials are collected and it’s easy to use. It was also suggested however that waste
collection should be more consistent.

2.2.2 There are no civic amenity sites located locally with waste going to Abernant
in Cwmgors and Palleg in Powys. Abernant is filling quickly and we therefore need
to start thinking about alternative options.

2.2.3 It was suggested that there is a potential site for waste located between
Cwmllynfell and Brynamman but we should be more concerned about how we can
stop producing so much waste rather than how it is to be treated.

2.2.4 Important to build waste treatment facilities rather than another landfill
development. Burning waste to create energy should be promoted.

2.2.5 There is an issue with road litter within the area with fly tipping in particular
a problem.

2.2.6 Cash reward for families that recycle well could promote better recycling.

2.3 Minerals

2.3.1 The buffer of 500m outlined by the WAG is too close to settlements.

2.3.2 Water flooding at East pit between Cwmllynfell and GCG is an issue because
a void that was dug has not been filled

2.3.3 The light from the opencast in Abercraf is affecting the residents of Ystalyfera
during the night.

2.3.4 The area suffers from air pollution from the open cast sites in the area.

2.3.5 Railhead is being used to transport the coal from the site – this railway could
be used by local residents once mining has ceased.

2.3.6 It was suggested that the character of the area could not take both wind
farms and new coal mining sites.
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2.4 Windfarms

2.4.1 The building of wind farms in the area should be resisted – Too much of NPT
has been outlined by WAG (Welsh Assembly Government ) as suitable for windfarm
development, these areas needs to be reconsidered by WAG.

2.4.2 Concern that the energy used to erect windfarms outweighs the green energy
produced once built.

2.4.3 Concern that wind farm developers are unlikely to be local and therefore the
money generated would go to foreign companies.

2.4.4 There was however support for wind energy in the area with Mynydd y Gwrhyd
regarded as suitable location.

2.4.5 There are many misconceptions about wind turbines and the local people
should be better educated of the effect they would have on the area.

2.4.6 It was suggested that wind farms should be incorporated into large schools
to generate electricity.
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3.1 Housing need and affordable housing

3.1.1 Housing for local people are needed – especially affordable housing to give
the younger generation the opportunity to stay in the area.

3.1.2 Importance of integrating facilities into new housing developments. Previous
housing developments in the area have not incorporated local facilities and the local
residents suffer because of this.

3.1.3 Building different types of housing within a new development is important to
promote a balanced community.

3.1.4 Building a housing development which solely includes affordable housing
should be avoided and affordable housing should be integrated into housing
developments.

3.1.5 Housing suitable for the elderly is well provided at the moment but due to an
aging population more of the same is needed.

3.1.6 Housing market has slowed down nationally but particularly in the Swansea
Valley area with many home empty as they have not been sold.

3.1.7 There is currently an issue in Cwmllynfell with regard to the sewage capacity.
There is a development currently on hold because of this issue; this does not bode
well for any future developments in the area.
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4.1 Employment

4.1.1 The area suffers from long term unemployment issues across all age groups
as there are not enough jobs in the area. Residents are commuting out of the valley
to work giving another reason for the younger generation to leave the area.

4.1.2 People are reliant on their cars to earn money as there are no jobs located
in the areas and also due to the transport out of the valley being poor.

4.1.3 The open cast site in Cwmllynfell promised to provide jobs for the local people.
This was not the case with most of the employees being transferred from other Celtic
Energy sites. Is this down to a lack of skill base?

4.1.4 The loss of collieries took work out of the area and there has been nothing
to replace it.

4.1.5 There is a difficulty in attracting private companies to set up in the area.

4.1.6 Need more opportunities for local businesses. Starter units need to be built
which would provide local people with the opportunity to set up their own business
e.g. Mechanics, carpenters.

4.1.7 It was also suggested that the only way to attract employment would be to
locate large factories in the area.

4.1.8 The local shops located in Ystalyfera are struggling following the introduction
of Tesco in Pontardawe. There are particular concerns over the effect a new Tesco
store in Ystradgynlais would have on these local stores. Independent research needs
to be commissioned to establish the effect such a store would have on Ystalyfera.

4.1.9 There needs to be better integration with neighbouring authorities with regard
to attracting employment opportunities.

4.1.10 Rumour in the area that Morrisons are interested in a site in Ystalyfera. This
would be an extra blow to local stores.

4.1.11 Apprenticeships should be promoted within the area.

4.1.12 Powys Local Authority have commissioned Hyder Consulting to undertake
a regeneration study on Ystradgynlais but the study will not be looking at Ystalyfera
– more integration needed
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5.1 Access

5.1.1 There was a general consensus that access to facilities within the area is
generally poor.

5.1.2 Bus service around the area has been cut and is now generally non existent.
Rhiwfawr in particular is not serviced by a bus and people are forced to use cars.

5.1.3 It was suggested that the area should be linked to the Dulais Valley
Community Transport scheme.

5.1.4 The area needs more safe routes for schools as parents are forced to use
cars – this causes further congestion and parking issues.

5.1.5 A new light railway was suggested to link settlements within the Valley.

5.1.6 Residents when food shopping would use Pioneer in Ystradgynlais, Tesco
in Pontardawe while there is a CK store in Cwmllynfell. For clothes shopping residents
travel to Neath or Swansea.

5.1.7 There is a GP in Cwmllynfell and a surgery in Ystalyfera, for dental services
people have to travel to GCG, Ystradgynlais or even Clydach.

5.1.8 Facilities for the elderly are well cater for however there is a lack of public
transport suitable for the elderly generation or the disabled.

5.1.9 Currently access to open space in the area is excellent with good paths which
are well sign posted. There’s good access to the Gwred and Allt y Grug in particular.

5.1.10 Youth training and education facilities struggle once funding is stopped;
these types of facilities are not self financing and are lost. More funding is needed
to keep them going.

5.1.11 The schools within the area whilst attracting local children also attracts
children from further neighbouring communities.

5.1.12 There are no fire stations in the area with the closest located in Pontardawe
on the new station in GCG. There is an issue therefore with fire safety and how
quickly a fire can be dealt with in the area.
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